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(54) Adhesive tape 

(57) A roll of adhesive tape which when pulled off by holding piece (14) will tear at (18) leaving the user with 
a piece of adhesive tape piece (10) with an small unadhesive section attached. This unadhesive section is 
removed by applying the adhesive piece of tape into place, then tearing at (19) where there is a weaker line of 
resistance than the adhesion of the tape. The roll of tape will then have a non adhesive tab (14) ready for the 
next application. 
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APBESXVE TATE 
This invention relates to adhesive tape. 

Adhesive tape has been known for many years and is usually provided 
in a roll. However, there is a continual problem as to how conveniently to 
dispense lengths of tape. Usually an indiscriminate length is peeled off and 
then severed. If a tool, for example a pair of scissors is used, then the tape 
is usually cut fairly cleanly and precisely but the tape can stick to the scissors 
and there are problems in manipulating the roll, lengths to be removed, and 
the scissors, with a single pair of hands. If the tape is torn off manually, then 
a ragged, unsightly end of the tape usually results and sometimes the tape will 
not tear at all, resulting in a crumpled, wasted length of tape. Furthermore, 
since it is undesirable to remove a length of tape which is smaller than that 
required, and it is rarely possible to guess exactly, the person using the tape 
usually removes a longer length than is necessary, resulting in further 
wastage. 

A further problem is that once a length of tape has been removed, the 
remaining end of the tape often becomes stuck securely down on the roll 
resulting in difficulty in removing a subsequent length. 

Special tape dispensers are available, but these are often heavy or 
expensive and take up more room. 

My invention solves the problem of providing predetermined lengths 
of adhesive tape, quickly and efficiently, without the need for tools or 
dispensers. 
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The invention provides a length of adhesive tape divided into sections 
of predetermined length by a set of transverse first lines of weakness provided 
at intervals spaced apart along the length of the tape. 

5 Preferably a pull tag is provided in each section to facilitate removal 

of the section from the remainder of the tape by pulling on the tag until the 
associated section breaks away from the remainder of the tape and the 
associated first line of weakness. 

10 There may be a set of transverse second lines of weakness, each second 

line of weakness being adjacent to a tag, so that when a section of tape and 
associated tag has been removed from the remainder of the tape, by pulling 
on the tag, the tag can then readily be removed and discarded by tearing along 
the associated second line of weakness. Preferably the first lines of weakness 

15 are weaker than the second lines of weakness. 

Preferably the tape is coiled into a roll such that sections of 
predetermined length can be successively peeled from the roll by pulling on 
each pull tag as it is exposed for use. 

20 

There may be more than one tape, the sections of one tape being 
different in length to the sections of another tape. 

Alternatively, one tape may have sections of differing predetermined 
25 lengths. 

By way of example, a specific embodiment of the tape will now be 
described, with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which :- 
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Figure 1 is a plan view of a length of an embodiment of adhesive tape 
according to the invention; and 



Figure 2 is a side view of a much longer length of the tape formed into 

5 a roll. 

The length of tape shown in Figure 1 comprises three sections 10, 11 
and 12, of identical predetermined length. The start of a fourth section 13 is 
visible in the figure. The sections are respectively associated with pull tags 
10 14, 15, 16 and 17. 

Each section is separated from the next section by a first line of 
weakness 18. This line of weakness is provided by a pair of adjacent slits so 
that the tape is only held together at three points, 18a, 18b, and 18c. If a 
15 longer length of tape is formed into a roll, such as is shown in Figure 2, and 
manual pulling pressure is applied to the tag 14, which is non-adhesive, for 
example being coated with a silicon release composition, then the section 10 
can be unpeeled from the roll as shown in Figure 2. 

20 If further pressure is applied to the tag 14 at the point in time shown 

in Figure 2, then because the tape is very weak at the point 18, the tape 
severs at the point 18 so that the section 10, together with the associated tag 
14, becomes separated from the roll. 

25 This section of tape can now be used for whatever adhesive purpose the 

user has in mind. 
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If it is not convenient to retain the tag 14, then this can now be 
separated from the section 10 by tearing along a second line of weakness 19. 

This second line of weakness is provided by piercing a series of holes 
5 across the tape. 

The lines of weakness 19 are stronger than the lines of weakness 18 so 
that when the tags are pulled, to remove sections from the roll, separation 
occurs at the lines 18 and not at the lines 19. 

10 

The adhesive tape may be manufactured with sections such as 10, 1 1 
and 12, of any desired length. One tape may be provided with sections of one 
predetermined length while another tape is provided with sections of a second 
predetermined length. Alternatively, a single row of tape may have sections 
IS of different predetermined lengths. 

The reader's attention is directed to all papers and documents which are 
filed concurrently with or previous to this specification in connection with this 
application and which are open to public inspection with this specification, and 
20 the contents of all such papers and documents are incorporated herein by 
reference. 

All of the features disclosed in this specification (including any 
accompanying claims, abstract and drawings), and/or all of the steps of any 
25 method or process so disclosed, may be combined in any combination, except 
combinations where at least some of such features and/or steps are mutually 
exclusive. 
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Each feature disclosed in this specification (including any 
accompanying claims, abstract and drawings), may be replaced by alternative 
features serving the same, equivalent or similar purpose, unless expressly 
stated otherwise. Thus, unless expressly stated otherwise, each feature 
5 disclosed is one example only of a generic series of equivalent or similar 
features. 

The invention is not restricted to the details of the foregoing 
embodiment(s). The invention extends to any novel one, or any novel 
10 combination, of the features disclosed in this specification (including any 
accompanying claims, abstract and drawings), or to any novel one, or any 
novel combination, of the steps of any method or process so disclosed. 
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CLAIMS. 

1 . A piece of adhesive tape which is dispensable without the use of 
cutting mechanism. 

2. A piece of adhesive tape as claimed in Claim 1 with unadhesive 
lengths between the adhesive lengths . 

3. A piece of adhesive tape as claimed in claim 1 or Claim 2 with tearing 
points running along the meeting point of the adhesive and non adhesive 
sections. 

4. A piece of adhesive tape as claimed in claim 1 or Claim 2 or Claim 3 
with differing strengths of resistance at the tearing points to ensure the 
tape tears before the non adhesive section first as it comes of a 

roll Leaving an unadhesive length standing of the roll. 

5. A piece of tape substantially as described herein with reference to 
Figures 1-2 of the accompanying drawings. 
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